
 
 
 
 
ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
The Royal Historical Society has been associated with The Annual Register for 
over 60 years, and we are delighted to congratulate the Register on its 250th 
volume in unbroken series.  Fifty years ago Asa Briggs wrote that “For 200 years 
The Annual Register has provided a sustained and successful example of the 
writing of contemporary history”, and this remains true to the present day.  The 
content of the Register has changed enormously over its long life, from its 18th 
century concentration on British and European affairs to its present worldwide 
coverage; the vigorous opinions—not to say prejudices—of Edmund Burke’s time 
have given way to a remarkable degree of balance, detachment and accuracy.  
The Annual Register is an important source for historical research, and indeed 
has become a part of history in itself, while remaining a treasure trove for the 
general reader.  The Royal Historical Society extends its warmest 
congratulations to The Annual Register on the publication of its 250th volume, 
and wishes it every success in the future. 
 
C.D.H. Jones 
President, Royal Historical Society. 


