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SUTHIERLAND HHIGHLANDERS

| Having received a long and interesting commnnication respect.
ing the expatnatine work <aid te he going forward in Sutherland

shire, and the case of these unfortunate porsans bein - recommended
to our notice by dne who has already excited the public syupathy

;in behalf of our Highland population generally ;. we cannot pass
"this suliject aver nluwethex. But as our correspondent has judul-
ged his roused feelings, without rellecting that facts are of much
\more importance to us than declamation, znd wuch more necessary
‘to accompihh Lis own object, ie must purdon us for po-npomn"‘
“the insertion of -his l¢tter, until it is sapported by a detail of cir-
fcumistances,  Ie admits, that what is doing, #v done legatly. The
law, thesetore, is'not to blame, and has not even the means of cor-
rection, Whether public opinion has, will (.epL‘nd much on the
‘industry and prudence of those who solicit its assistance. It iscaid,
that a posseof men, (with legal' warrants he it observed,) are para-’
‘ding the county of Suthcrln'\d and 'm:lmg the poor Highlandérs
from the hoines of their fathers. A valuation is put upon ' the pro-
perty; a ptoruruon of the expeuru is retained, the balance is paid
over to the octupier, aud his humble dwelting in which pcrh.lpa
‘he was born himselfi—in which e has gone through the various
stages of lifg,—and which is endeared to him by a l.housand ties
und tircumistances,'—{y set /zre to and ‘¢ortsumed to ashe s.-—bcf'm
the eyes of himself] his wife and hilpless family. 100 familjes, itis
said, bave shared: this fate wuhuﬁ the Fast fmtnwm, and 500 within
ashort period.  Families are'thus cbih')ull{d to crm\dtoﬂethcr i mi-
serable out-cots, or to prepare their's mﬂniy meals at the roots of tre.s;
and the county, espeunlly the parishés of Farr, Kildonan, Clyue,
Golspie snit Rogar, is baginning to wear a depopulated and ruinous
aspect.  Such is a specimen of the information sent us;, but we
are inclined to think that there mustbe some exaggeration, and
that the facts, if they. be facts,.are susceptible of c\p!‘umtmn. Our
correspondent scems to admit, that allotments of ground were
‘made for these sinall tenants (who are said to have offered ‘more
‘for their farms than the highest rents that could otherwise be got
for them,) but this, it is added, was on tire cold barren north coast,
the soil of whi~h can be turned to no account.  For the honour of
‘the Staflord Fumily, we shall be glad to have this matter cleared
up s for we haveé been assured that thousands of the Sutherland
.\.il"hlxll](l('r& eatered the army in the course of the late war, ftom
dc.vou_d attachment to their Countess.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



