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UMI: Dissertations & Technology



1938
University Microfilms founded

1951 
ARL recognizes UMI as Publisher of 
Record for all US dissertations

1998
Library of Congress recognizes UMI as offsite 
repository of Digital Dissertation Library

Recognition

1939 
Dissertations Microfilm & Print

1987 
Dissertation Abstracts Ondisc 
1st abstract / index product on CD-ROM

1997 
ProQuest Digital DissertationsTechnology

Innovation



Next Generation Dissertations

Preserving & disseminating 
electronic supplemental files

o Enhances the scholarly record

o Ensures graduate schools and students future access to this 
valuable research

Automatically included in PQDT Full-Text 

Multimedia accepted for over 10 years 
Available in PQDT since December 2007 



Supplemental Files: The Rules

1. Accept any file that has been approved by the Graduate School of 
the institution from which the degree was awarded

2. ProQuest will include all supplementary / multimedia files received 
in the ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (PQDT) database.

Less is More



PQDT: Multimedia Statistics

Multimedia File Type Dissertations

PDF 347

Other 315

Video 311

Document 283

Spreadsheet 187

Image 165

Code/Script 137

Audio 134

Data 45

Presentation 43

Web Page 0

Size Number

Less than 100 MB 1,246

100+  MB 317

500+ MB 81

1+ G 55

10+ G 1

Number of Files Dissertations
0 - 10 732
0 - 50 422

51 - 100 126
101 - 200 100

1000 - 5000 59
5000+ 15



PQDT: Finding supplemental files



How are supplemental files used? 

“Real” Dissertation

434 MB



“Gold worm multicolored wool jersey print 
button front evening dress”

“Gold worm multicolored wool knit, full 
length dress with horizontal stripes and 
black abstract figures and rib knit bodice”

From file “Heinemann part 2, 1 – 189,” p. 109. 



How are supplemental files used? 

Display Images … in PowerPoint? 



How are supplemental files used?  

Literary Analysis … in Excel?? 



How are supplemental files used? 

Scientific Evidence



Issues of Concern 

Copyright 
Level of student awareness regarding 
copyright

Technology
File size, format, etc. 



• Multimedia collections 
from ProQuest:

Provision of Multimedia Content

– Entrepreneurship
Watch and listen to 
entrepreneurs as they give 
firsthand accounts of their 
business experiences

– Poets on Screen
Contemporary poets read their 
own works and those of their 
predecessors

– History Makers
Filmed in-depth interviews with 
C20th African-Americans who 
have shaped modern history



• Brings the voice of practical experience to 
the desktop or classroom and thus 
provides a virtual mentoring function

• Can give students contact with highly 
sought speakers

• Makes access to top speakers possible for 
a wide range of schools – not all of which 
have alumni or other lecture series which 
are well funded and attended.

ProQuest Entrepreneurship



• In multidisciplinary fields, video is viewed 
as a valuable addition to other content 
types

• Video impacts on user interactions:
– Increases level of direct usage (both repeat 

use and longer sessions) as well as use of 
library-provided databases in general

– Encourages sharing of content and 
recommendations

• Video is an increasingly-requested content 
type

ProQuest Entrepreneurship



ProQuest Entrepreneurship

Full-text transcriptions allow for the most detailed 
searching of multimedia content

Embedded video content is 
accompanied by additional 
metadata such as speaker 
biographies and relevant 
indexing terms



Specific fields exploit detailed 
metadata and allow precise 
searching of videos

Specialist indexing and full 
transcripts facilitate pinpoint 
access to content



Precise cataloguing allows access to specific points 
in the video or transcript.

Slider navigation to any point in the film. Users can 
also create their own clips
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